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hgure J^ound Dead 

DA Says Arrest of Pilot in JFK Death Plunned 


^NEW ORLEANS, La. (AP)*[iHiyj^ 

^an important and strangOgur^n 
Garrison^ investigation of 

^was found deSTm^SnifSSSSSI^ 
Kmson said he had planned to arrest 
B^rrie next week. , 
_f^'i"The apparent suicide of David Ferrie 
«|lds the life of a man who, in my judg- 
llient, was one of history's most important 

^ Related stories, Page 4A. 
i^^ividuats," Garrison told a news confer- 
4ace. 

<A Coroner Nicholas Chetta said Ferrie's 
•feath was due to a ruptured blood vessel 
iM the brain, but that further tests were 
lieing made. 

Garrison said Ferrie, a pilot, had been 
*ider continual observation and .his infor- 
Mation "had caused us to become increas- 
ligly concerned ... about the possibility 

V'^nliiillii-'JUHiliX hy mt sMw.ftatf 
1^ sura confifmed'tflttt Itt im inviMd 


in events culminating in Ihe assassination 
of President Kennedy. 

"Because oS this, at a meeting at my 
house this morning, we had reached a de- 
cision to arrest him early next week. Ap- 
parently we waited too long." i 

Dr. Chetta said a note was found in the 
dining room of Ferrie's cluttered apartment 
which said, in part: 

"To leave this life is, for me, a sweet 
prospect. I find nothing in it that is desir- 
able and on the other hand everything that 
is loathsome." 

The coroner said Ferriet about 45. was 
bom. with a weakness of one blood vessel 
at the base of the brain. When this rup- 
tured, it caused massive hemorrhage, he 
added. 

However, because of the circumstances 
and the note, a full autopsy was ordered to 
check the possibility of suicide. The body 
««itlipi^jwd», with *,ib«t pMllsd HP to 


from encephalitis (sleeping sickness). Dr. 
Chetta said he had hypertensive cardio- 
vascular disease— high blood pressure. 

Garrison told reporters the "primary 
reason for the planned arrest of Ferrie Wai 
because we felt we had reached a poii* 
where we had enough information to move.** 

Ferrie became "increasingly more an* 
more nervous as the investigation pro- 
gressed," said Garrison. 

"Although my office has been invest^ 
gating Ferrie intensively for months, mI* 
have-not mentioned his name publicly 
to this point," Garrison added. "The uniqiW ' 
nature of this case now leaves me no othW 
course of action." 

Asked if he had any reason to belieW 
anybody butXe^jjgg^Ljj[|gfl|d^ pat 
in the actualassassmanmi^GarnBon , r 
plied: . 

"I have tu> reasoa to belief at H^- 
point that lALmmy Onml^ IM 
body i■.Dia^■ o«^lMltd•y.'' ; _ , 


4 A ilit iallaa Matain^ Ntma Thursday, February 23, 1967 *** 

Investigation Called 
Big Joke by Ferrie 
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ORLEANS, L«. (Al»)- 
pilot wiu 

"^ivate investigating and 
listed himself as a psychologist, 
had complained ^^l^tiQjiL^j^ 
Jjj|L|Gmjjg|^had hm^^^ged 
a^n^etaway pilot in an elab- 
orate plot to iiill Kennedy." He 
called it a "big jdce." 

The New Orleans district at- 
torney, in an investigation that 
started last October, has been 
trying to prove that a conspir- 
acy was hoteh^ here that "eul- 
m^Mtod in tfM MWHuiatioirof 

•nd «tlll» li. l l MH, but kept de- 
tails .secret. 

THE PROBE has stirred an 
int^snational furor becaus&^ it 
'tidnd lip qritio of the W>r- 
' iw Canmiu«iit, wfco cUim 
mt tKk' tawMmtiM of th* 
l^^MUnc imU hiidy 1 
tiiis'iiis wwlkiflf ivt'O^ 1 

The official commission re- 
port said Lee Harvey Oswald 
rfwt Kennedy — and there was 
np credible evidence to show 
anycsie else was implicated. 

Ferrie was interrogated by 
Garrison's office last November 
for the second time in connec- 
tion with the assassination. The 
first was in 1963. 

"We arrested Ferrie 72 hours 

iHi offic*. I mm'ftrm owr 

FBI oft^v. 25, 196}. 
iif « matter ol fMord at that 
4tte, we suflfnted the FBI 
tfld a MalM ■tatnnMt." 

'OaniiMM Mitf ht had never 
mh a copy tt the FBI Irtar- 
ra|MiOB. 


hav« 


^^nnSRE AXE 40 pages re- 
Iplttaf to the intem^tion and 
'^^^(trt ff/t ^tJwie :%Mdi aM in. ^ 

the National Archives in Wash- 
ington," he said. "Only four of 
these pages are unclassified." 

Ferrie repeatedly denied that 
hfi! ever knew Oswald, a for- 
mer New Orleans resident. 

Ferrie said he and two com- 
panions went to Texas irom 
New Orleans the afternoon of 
the assassination. He insisted it 
was a pleasure trip. 
wUWa want to Houston, Galvea- 
teg ui tacfc to Alckfuidna, 
fik,'* ^' mK iUki$ that he 
Ilpi gi^ k "iMbcBkM" ac- 
(taiRt ef tlw tiip^luziiie the first 


Ferrie said it was fruitless to 
Search for an accomplice to Os- 
wald because "My assessment 
cf: Oswald is thi^ he would be 
JKapaUe of any «Mlt|M«aoiiat 
Mationship, especially anything 
fli^Meale as a ob B s pi racy to 
kHl." 

A POLICE OFFICER outside 
Ferrie's apartment, shortly aft- 
er, officers arrived Wednesday 
to take away the nude body, 
pointed to a blond youth with 
long sideburns and said, "He 
found htm." 

The youth was hustled away 
by police. Before he left, he told 
a reporter he didn't find the 
body, didn't know Ferrie and_ 
"just happened to wander in." 

Feific was odd looking. Aa , 
axptotfon several years ago cMt 
Mm Ki hair and eyebrows. He 
we a shaggy toupee and mas- 
dara tytiitaws. 

\ Pt^fce records showed he was 
flm] as an airline pilot after be- 
i(<g arrested in Jefferscm Parish 


David W. Ferrie. 
ure in investig0j 
Xtmedy slfta««iP 

Mm-. 


(orn^, whidi adjallis>I«w # ' 
leans, on a morals charge, ffce 
case never went to trial. 

Garrison said his investigation 
has unearUied evidmca ast 
available to the Vftrmi Com- 
nviaioa. Re would not alabonM. 

FEUEE; a BUnvE Oava- 
land, Oliio, has Uvod in New Or- 
leans the last 15 years. 

Oswald lived in New Orleans 
during the summer of 1963. 

Ferrie said the FBI first be- 
came interested m him when a 
New Orleans man identified as 
Ed Voble reported he served 
with Oswald in a Civil Air Pa- 
trol unit under Ferrie. 

Ferrie said Voble was in the 
M eisa at ftfiaAw nri "I was is 


theLakafront 

Told Att his 
the Garrison 


X,:/. 7^^ 


mSt'Hm a MllMai celtbvif 
F«rri« nplitd: 

"What will being, a national 
celebrity get me? Thirty-five 
cents and being a national celeb- 
rity will get you a hamburger. 
I want to be left alone to my 
flying." 

Ferrie ran a private flying 
service from a coffee shop tt 
New Orleans Lakefnmt Airjxwt. 

"HE WAS ALWAYS very nice 
and never got put of line," a 
waitress who declined to give 
her name recalled Wednesday. 
"He was intelligent and real 
serioiH about flying, because 
that's all he ever talked about." 

Garrison said he is confident 
his investigation will prove Pres- 
ident Kennedy's assassinatitm 
was the culmination of a con- 
spiracy in New Orleans. 

The district attorney began his 
t probe in secret last October. The 
New Orleans StateS-Itera re- 
vealed the investigation FajjjKy, 
an action Garrison denounced as 
a swious hindrance to his work. 

Garrison said Saturday he ex- 
pects to arrest at least five per- 
sons, though the arrests "are 
most tertainly months away." 

Ferrie told the States-Item 
that while he was in Texas in 
W3, liis home was entered by 
district attorney's investigators 
who carted off books, jrfwto- 
graphs and personal belongings. 

FERRIE SAID he heard noth- 
ing more about the matter Ulitil 
last November when he was 
summoned to Garrison's oHice. 
He said chief investigator Louis 
IvcHi told him Garrison had 
"positively uncovered a piot in 
New Orleans to assassinate Ken- 
nedy." 

He said he was released and 
not o«ntacted again. 

It was learned, however, the 
district attorney's office later 
had two men maintaining sur- 
veillance of his apartment. 

In Fort Worth, Mrs. Margue- 
rite Omvald, mother of Lee Har- 
vey Oswald, said: "I've always 
been amazed thSt the man (Fer- 
rie) was arrested and tjues- 
tioned, but not interviewed by 
the Warren Commission. He is 
not listed in the Warren report 
as testifying in person before the 
c»mmission members ... 

"I'm shocked and dismayed 
th^ teother life may have been 


Exhuming 
Of Body 
Requested 

PENSACOLA, Fla. (AP)-'n»e 
coun^ solicitor was a slfed 
Wednesday J:o exhume the body 
of a man whose brother said 
he believed he was being 
hawed by "agents" following 
tile iesassination of Pre»d«it 
Joha Kennedy. 

TIm man, JJjQyjg^JQiQQ^jC^ 
lam^^tfed M^^tn77l964, amid 
ired glass on a doiratown 
isacola street. 

Pensacola News-lnniPil 
sdid KiUam was married to ft 
stripper who worked for Jack 
Ruby in Dallas. The paper also 
said that Killam worked as a 
house painter with a man wsimd 
aj^^taxt^L who had roomed 
iwiUa^tone time MviA Lee 
iarvey Oswald. 

Killam's brother. Earl, adtcd 
:he solicitor to exhume the body 
to determine the cause of dead). 

Police listed the death' as 

(probable suicide, but the coto- 
ner had called the death acci- 
dental, the newspaper said, 
^icitor Carl Harper said he 
I took a statement from Killam 
Wednesday morning and would 
decide after an investigaticst 
whether to exhume the body. 
He would not discuss the state- 
ment or his planned inve^a- 
tion. 

Earl Killam was quoted as 
saying his brother told him that 
"agents" and "plotters" visHed 
hi r^atedly after the assassi- 
nation, when the brother was 
living in Dallas while his wife 
woriied for Ruby as a striRwr, 
the News-Journal said. 

Finally, the newspaper quoted 
the brother as saying Thomas 
Killam left Texas and returned 
to Pensacola to live with his 
member. 

IBut he still complained <rf be- 
ing constantly questioned hy ^e 
"agMrts" about the presidential 
assassination, the brother was 
quoted as saying. 
KiUam moved to Tamjw md 
i worfted for three months, but 
I still felt that he was being 
\ harassed by tfee "agmts," the . 
I bmdter's dMiMM- 


he was found de 
brother: f^-'!^ 
'm a dead man. I've n»;!if 
a$ I'm going to run." 
Tlw newspaper said KBMi 
Inercr identified the "agfllftl 
s|*cilically. " ' ■ ' ' 

Harper said he had not lM>^ ^ 
■f 4ny controversy surroUi<l||i 
die Killam death until h* 
«a>tikcted by reporter 
Narker of the Pensacola 
paper Wednesday night. 

Harper said he had not 
to Dist. Atty. James Ga«Mi||% 


(rf, New Orleans, but planMi Ikt^ 
tift to him as part of tUP'tli' 
vftstigation 


Thomas Killam's wife. V Wl^i* 
been associated witht|pip|f|| 
fer 15 years, the brother 
parted as saying. 

lUdoy shot " 
the man tneWarren _ , .. 
'si(^ «aid knied Prefittail* 
iipidy in Dalits on Nov. 2^ Mp 


